
Orchard fruit portraits based on the work 
of GIUSEPPE ARCIMBOLDO (1527 -1593)
Arcimboldo included fruit, flowers and leaves in the 

portraits. The portraits were named after the seasons, 
so this could become part of a project over a school 

year with art work linked to growing seasons within an 
orchard or seasonal produce (DT link).

During the orchard visit, children sketch or collect fruit, 
flowers and leaves. In school, the natural items could be 

added to clay sculptures to create 3D work.

Sketch book work could then be developed to create 
portraits back in school and this could be linked to paint 

colour mix skills. Still life/ observational drawings of 
fruit and flowers could also be completed.

Photos of fruits could be used as the basis for collage 
work

https://www.giuseppe-arcimboldo.org/
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Orchard landscapes based on the work of 
great artists.

• During the orchard visit, children can take digital 
photos of the setting which can then be used to 

inspire paintings and collage in school.

• Gather a collection of art works  depicting orchards 
(Cezanne, Guthrie, (featured) Renoir and Van Gogh 

could be starting points).  Copies could be annotated 
in sketch books and then children create their own 

orchard landscape in a range of media.

• Again, the seasons could be used to inspire a series 
of paintings, each one made using a different 

technique
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Natural artwork inspired by Andy 
Goldsworthy

With the ground rules agreed with the site owners, 
challenge children to collect natural objects from the 
orchard and then work in teams to produce a piece of 
artwork. This could be abstract or based on a visual 
landscape feature such as tree. Take photos of the 

finished work to add to sketchbooks or inspire poetry 
writing in school.

This activity can also be linked to Geography by asking 
children to use natural materials from the orchard to 

create a “sketch map” of a section of the location. The 
map could be created from observation or based on an 

aerial photography of the site.

• BBC Bitesize clip with Andy Goldsworthy introducing 
his work.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zh4wmp3

Art and Design
Orchard ideas



The orchard as an artists studio

Give children an time on site to sketch the 
landscape, possibly using cardboard view 
finders to provide a focus.

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/make/cut-paste/frame-
view

Ask children to complete an observational 
drawing of a natural object that they find 
intriguing or unusual.  These drawings could 
be developed into coloured artwork in 
schools (using a range of materials such as 
crayon, paint or pastels)  and then  combined 
with poems to create pages inspired by The 
Lost Words by Jackie Morris (see English 
ideas)

https://www.thelostwords.org/
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The orchard as an artists studio

• Make rubbings of different orchard textures (bark 
and leaves for example) – this could be part of an 
activity to help children identify the different plant 
species. The rubbings could then be used in collages 
of orchard trees.

• With the owners permission, collect fruits, flowers, 
leaves which can be taken back to school to make 
natural paint and brushes (see links below)

https://www.ltl.org.uk/resources/japanese-art-of-
hapa-zome/

https://naturedays.co.uk/nature-days-outdoor-
learning-resources-natural-paint-and-paint-brushes/
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