
Under the lesson plan, tab you will find Key Stage 2 
teaching ideas for a number of different curriculum 

areas:
Art and Design, Design Technology, English

Geography, History, Maths and Science
Links to the 2014 Primary Curriculum are provided 

below. 

The ideas have been categorised as Classroom 
based or Orchard based but most could be tried in 

either setting. They could also be combined to 
create a cross curricular topic or outside learning 

day. The activities are designed to be a starting 
point for your plans so that you can adapt them to 
meet the needs of your own class and mirror your 

school’s curriculum intent documents.

The orchards within the project offer very diverse 
settings, so you can choose activities which make 

best use of the site and the expertise and interests 
of their management committees. You might also 

consider making regular visits to your local orchard 
over a year: this would help to emphasise the links 

with growing seasons and life cycles.

Finally, a number of other websites have orchard 
based lesson plans available and direct links to 

these have also been provided. 

Orchard themed teaching ideas



2014 Primary Curriculum Coverage 
(Key stage 2)

Art and Design
 to create sketch books to record their observations and use 

them to review and revisit ideas
 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for 
example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 to know about great artists, architects and designers in history.

Design Technology - Cooking and Nutrition
 understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied diet
 prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes 

using a range of cooking techniques
 understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of 

ingredients are grown, reared, caught and processed.

English (Taken from the Aims section)
 read easily, fluently and with good understanding 
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure 

and information
 acquire a wide vocabulary
 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language 

and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to 

elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas 
 be competent in the arts of speaking and listening, 



2014 Primary Curriculum Coverage 
(Key stage 2)
Geography

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.

 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

History (taken from the Aims section)
 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 
and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse 
trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own 
structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how 
evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and 
discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations 
of the past have been constructed

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge 
into different contexts,; between cultural, economic, military, 
political, religious and social history; 

 a local history study -a study of an aspect of history or a site 
dating from a period beyond 1066 that is significant in the 
locality.



2014 Primary Curriculum Coverage 
(Key stage 2)

Maths (taken from the Aims Section)
 become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, 
 reason mathematically 
 can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of 

routine and non routine problems
 For each year group, there will be opportunities to develop 

specific skills in the areas of number, measurement, geometry 
and statistics

Science (taken from the Aims Section)
 develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding 

through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics
 develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods 

of science through different types of science enquiries that help 
them to answer scientific questions about the world around 
them (Working Scientifically)

 be equipped with the scientific knowledge required to 
understand the uses and implications of science, today and for 
the future.

From the programmes of study for KS2 Science
Plants – Year 3
 identify and describe the functions of different parts of 

flowering plants: 
 explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, 

water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) and how they vary 
from plant to plant 

 investigate the way in which water is transported within plants
 explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering 

plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal.



2014 Primary Curriculum Coverage 
(Key stage 2)

From the programmes of study for KS2 Science
Plants – Year 3
 identify and describe the functions of different parts of 

flowering plants: 
 explore the requirements of plants for life and growth (air, light, 

water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) and how they vary 
from plant to plant 

 investigate the way in which water is transported within plants
 explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering 

plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed dispersal.

Living Things and their Habitats – Year 4
 recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways
 explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and 

name a variety of living things in their local and wider 
environment

 recognise that environments can change and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers to living things.

Living things and their Habitats – Year 5
 describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and 

animals. 

Living things and their Habitats – Year 6
 describe how living things are classified into broad groups 

according to common observable characteristics and based on 
similarities and differences, including microorganisms, plants 
and animals

 give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific 
characteristics.

Evolution and Inheritance – Year 6 



Links to learning pages from other providers

Countryside Classroom – Connecting schools with food, 
farming and the natural environment
Type in an orchard fruit into search box for lots of lesson ideas
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/

East of England Apples and Orchards Project

28 different activities for use across the curriculum, plus 17 

additional resource files (Key stage 2)

https://www.applesandorchards.org.uk/learn-more/school-
resources/

The Orchard Project 
Lesson ideas for primary schools covering art, science and DT
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/guides_and_advice/primar
y-school-activities-lesson-plans-ernest-cook-trust/

https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/guides_and_advice/school-
resources/

The National Fruit Show
Education pages including the Life of an apple tree presentation
https://www.nationalfruitshow.org.uk/education

Learning through Landscapes
A huge range  of outdoor learning ideas which can be filtered 

by age and subject.
https://www.ltl.org.uk/free-resources/

https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/
https://www.applesandorchards.org.uk/learn-more/school-resources/
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/guides_and_advice/primary-school-activities-lesson-plans-ernest-cook-trust/
https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/guides_and_advice/school-resources/
https://www.nationalfruitshow.org.uk/education
https://www.ltl.org.uk/free-resources/


Thinking of setting up an orchard in school?

Schools in East Anglia can also contact the East of England 
Apples and Orchards Project for orchard tree packs - contact
info@applesandorchards.org.uk

Link to downloadable book explaining low cost ways of growing 
fruit trees in school grounds from Countryside Classrooms
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1313

RHS Campaign for School Gardening – Planning a fruit 
garden information sheet.
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Info-
Sheet/Planning-a-Fruit-Garden

Don’t miss the Tree Council’s Orchards for Schools 
https://treecouncil.org.uk/schools-and-education/orchards-for-
schools/  

mailto:info@applesandorchards.org.uk
https://www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1313
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/Resources/Info-Sheet/Planning-a-Fruit-Garden

