
Many of the ideas within this History section can be 
linked directly to the Geography objective of 
understanding how places change over time. The 
orchards within this project vary widely in age – from 
newly planted sites to some over 200 years old. 
Choose activities which match the age and 
composition of your local orchard and consider the 
historical skills you would like the children to 
develop. Most of this work is likely to be classroom 
based.

 Personal Histories – Who visited this orchard in 
the past?

The site manager may be able to give you some clues 
about the history of the site – who used to work or 
play there? If the orchard is well established in a 
traditional growing area (such as the Fens), the 
children may be able to create questionnaires to 
interview relatives and community members about 
the orchard in the past. Answers could  inform some 
diary writing and you may be able to create a photo 
collection from family members.

Rivers Orchard Hertfordshire) - a major tree nursery shares 
it s archives and offers talks : http://www.rhso.co.uk/
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A Local History Study – Orchards linked to local 
institutions

Many orchards are connected with local institutions 
such as workhouses and children’s homes and you may 

be able to conduct a local history study to find out 
about the role that the orchard played in the life of 

the people who lived in these places. You may also find 
that many organise Apple Days in the Autumn or they 

can incorporate orchard work into their education 
programme for you

Gressenhall workhouse, Norfolk   
https://www.museums.norfolk.gov.uk/gressenhall-
farm-and-workhouse

Harpenden Oval orchard, Hertfordshire – an old children’s 
home
https://ywamharpenden.org/heritage/
https://233820-715147-2-
Heritage guide for children
raikfcquaxqncofqfm.stackpathdns.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/06/childrens-guide.pdf
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 Developing research skills by investigating 
primary sources 

• Whose work was connected to the orchard?
• How have the size and locations of the orchards 

changed over time?
• How do changes in transport and infrastructure affect 

the orchard?

In areas where the orchards have been long established, 
you can use a number of primary sources to answer 
these types of questions. These include:
• Historic maps

(Digimaps for Schools - Subscription) 
National Library of Scotland map images (free)
https://maps.nls.uk/

• Census returns
• Local Trade Directories (Kelly’s Directory Norfolk, 

Essex and Suffolk)

https://maps.nls.uk/
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 Using artefacts to explore the past
On some sites, you may be able to show the children 
examples of tools and packaging which have been used 
in the past for planting, harvesting, transporting and 
selling produce. Children can be encouraged to write 
enquiry questions and deduce uses. This would help them 
to explore themes such as Continuity and Change and 
Cause and Consequence.
Is the tool still used today?
Is it similar to a tool I recognise?
How has it changed over time? (materials, size, weight)
Why were the changes made?
What differences did the changes make?
How might it change in the future?

https://blog.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/2019/06/1
9/a-panorama-equal-to-that-of-fairyland-
remembering-the-orchards-of-old/
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Other organisations who  might help you to explore your 
orchards past

• Your Local Record office
• Historic England
• https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/

Local Heritage Education Manager (East)         
Kate.Argyle@HistoricEngland.org.uk

• Your local Museums service
• Your Local Library
• Local History societies

Orchards in the Eastern Region around 1900

https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/
mailto:Kate.Argyle@HistoricEngland.org.uk

