
Using the orchard setting to develop 
fieldwork skills

Ensure the children are involved identifying hazards on the 
site and that a whole class agreement has been made to 
ensure the fieldwork activities can be carried out safely. 
Establish the physical boundaries for each activity and 
ensure these are understood.
 Go explore
Give children a short amount of time to find somewhere or 
something they really like. Record this through sound 
buttons, a 1 minute sketch, collecting something, taking a 
photo, writing a description. Share findings and use this to 
introduce subject specific vocabulary relating to the 
human/ physical and natural features. (Keep a record as a 
reminder back in the classroom. )This activity can also be 
linked to identification of the plants grown in the orchard –
see Science ideas.

Give children a paint colour strip and encourage them to 
find an object which matches one shade on it. Talk about 
the human and physical features and back in the classroom 
look at maps of the site. How is colour used in map making? 
Which colours disappear from the map? Do maps have 

shades of colour? Will a map show how leaves change 
with the seasons?
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Developing fieldwork skills

 Look Closely
Children stand back to back with a partner. One has a 
whiteboard and pen. Draw a circle on the board and fill this 
with drawn landscape features described by their partner 
who should explain what they can see without turning their 
head. Encourage the use of locational vocabulary (near, 
furthest away, left, right) and site specific vocabulary. 
Children evaluate the accuracy of description, the 
challenges (a sense of scale) and then swap over. Can they 
learn from the challenges of the first try?

 Look all around
Organise the children into groups and give them a pizza 
slice. (You could also link this to the 8 points of the 
compass). Challenge them to decorate the pizza, filling the 
slice with words, drawings and objects they can see/ hear/ 
feel / collect in their slice. Create a 360 degree record of the 
site.
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Developing fieldwork skills
 Using your senses to record the “place”
Use a range of equipment to record the sounds, sights, 
smells, tastes of the orchard which all combine to create 
our sense of place. Back in the classroom compare these 
records with maps and aerial photos. What did you 
experience that is lost on a map? What can you learn 
from a map or an aerial photo that you couldn’t see in 
the place? Can you make a map more interactive to show 
some of the “lost” senses?

http://www.naturesoundmap.com

 Photo orienteering 
During your pre visit risk assessment, take a series of 
“close up” photos of a range of features in the orchard. 
Ask children to find the location of the photos and to 
plot  these on a map of the site.
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Developing fieldwork skills
 Make a sketch map
Give children a section of the orchard to sketch in a 
map form. This could be a freehand, quick sketch or 
you might combine Geography and Maths skills asking 
children to measure and record the distance between 
trees and the diameter of their trunks for example.

Back in the classroom they could be challenged to use 
skills  of ratio and scale to create accurate maps or 
model of the sites. This could also be an opportunity 
to introduce ordnance survey symbols, the use of 
keys and discuss what information is lost at different 
scales. Can we tell from a map the type of fruit grown 
in the orchard? Are there any clues from the names of
nearby roads and buildings.? 
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 Find out about the fruit grown in the orchard and 

link the name to a geographical location.
Begin by finding out the varieties of fruit which are 
grown in the orchard. Many will have names which 
link them to a geographic location such as
Bramley – first grown cultivated by Mr Bramley from 
Nottinghamshire (the first pip was planted by a child -
Mary Ann Brailsford in 1809)
Cox’s Orange Pippin from Slough 
Worcester Pearmain from the West Midlands
Blenheim Orange – Oxfordshire
Discovery – Langham in Essex

Laxton’s Superb – Bedfordshire.
In school, children could find the original location of 
the apple and plot this on a UK map.

 What happens to the fruit once it has been 
harvested? Plot its journey from plant to plate.

During your orchard visit find out what happens to 
the fruit after harvesting. 
Is it sold locally? Shared in the community? Sold to a 
wholesaler and ultimately to a supermarket?
Made into jam or sauce?
Answers could lead to discussions on food miles, fair 
trade and sustainability (see also Design technology 
ideas)


