
English
Orchard ideas

 Developing Vocabulary – glossaries, description 
and personification

• During the Scavenger Hunt and Exploring activities 
(Geography, Science and Art) and with the support of 
your local orchard committee,  help the children to 
discover and then use orchard specific vocabulary. 
This can then be embedded in all the learning 
activities suggested in this pack.

• Back in the classroom the class could produce an 
illustrated glossary or word mats.

• Play Meet a tree where children work in pairs to 
introduce a blindfolded partner to an orchard tree 
they find particularly fascinating. This can be 
extended by using mini mirrors to explore the canopy 
of leaves and branches.  In group discussions scaffold 
questions to develop the use of descriptive language 
including metaphor, simile and alliteration.
https://www.moors-valley.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/downloads/2014/11/Meet-a-
Tree.pdf
•Using the new collected vocabulary ask the children 
to write a description of their tree which would allow 
it to be identified from others in the orchard. Play 
Guess my tree from the description. Write  in first 
person to introduce personification.

https://www.moors-valley.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2014/11/Meet-a-Tree.pdf
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 Poetry
• Back in school, vocabulary “harvested” in the 

orchard can be developed using a thesaurus and 
then combined to create poems. Choose a genre 
to match your specific English curriculum 
objectives.

• Individual shape poems could be combined to 
create a class orchard display.

 The Lost Words by Robert Macfarlane and 
Jackie Morris
• Introduce the children to the spells (acrostic poems) 
and illustrations in this book (that have been written 
to celebrate the nature around us). Ask the children 
to create a spell for a plant, animal or bird that they 
discovered in the orchard. it. Use the orchard 
sketches to inspire paintings and then create a class 
book or display.

https://www.thelostwords.org/lostwordsbook/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/the-lost-
words

https://www.thelostwords.org/lostwordsbook/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/the-lost-words
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The orchard can be used as a theme through 
which to develop skills in all areas of the English 
curriculum. Here are a few suggestions which are 
linked to our orchard learning ideas.
• Use persuasive language to create an advert

for a new variety of orchard fruit (DT)
• Write a chronological report describing the 

journey of an orchard fruit from harvest to 
kitchen. (DT). Maybe use ArcGIS story maps to 
develop skills in Geography and DT too.

• Create a diary entry to tell the story of one of 
the people who worked or played in the 
orchard in the past (History)

• Bake using the orchard fruits and then write 
up the instructions (Recipes – DT)

• Publish a non fiction guide to your local 
orchard. This could include non chronological 
reports on the trees, fruits, habitats and bio 
diversity of the site. (Science and Geography)

• Build reading comprehension skills through 
any orchard related research for each 
curriculum area.


