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Summary 

This study sets out to celebrate and record the history of commercial fruit growing in the Cam valley 

whilst it is still within living memory, drawing on the experiences of fruit growers and workers in 

addition to a wide range of documentary sources. Whilst there was a long tradition of small scale 

fruit-growing in the district, from the 1880s there emerged a significant commercial fruit industry, 

supplying the increased demand for fruit in rapidly expanding towns and cities, made possible by the 

creation of the railway network. The rise of the jam industry was also a significant factor, with the 

extraordinary success of the Chivers Factory at Histon, which stimulated an increase in stone and 

soft fruit cultivation. 



The book is divided into three parts. Part one focusses on the origins and commercial development 

of the fruits grown locally, with chapters (in order of significance) on the Cambridge Gage, other 

plums, apples, pears, cherries and soft fruits. Part two has a chapter surveying the spacial 

development of orchards in and around local villages and the individuals and families who brought 

the industry into being. A separate chapter considers the cultural impact of the industry on working 

life and the importance of fruit and fruit workers in the social life of villages. Part Three considers the 

economic history of fruit farming, looking at the factors which gave rise to the local industry and its 

ultimate demise in the 1980s, taking into account the wider regional and national context for a fuller 

explanation. Central to this economic narrative was the rise and subsequent decline of the fruit 

processing industry (jam and canned fruit) and the emergence of a global trade in fresh and 

preserved fruit, with the UK emerging as the most important market for fruit imports, with serious 

consequences for the domestic industry. 

For a more detailed summary see my blog entry at jonathanspain.wordpress.com  

To order a copy email me at jrspain1@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


